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1. Occupied Belgium 


“In the space of twelve months many early judgments on the war opera- 
tions have been reversed, notably that regarding the capitulation of the 
Belgian army”. 

— The New York Times, in a wireless from Vichy, May 10th, 1941. 



A* War and Its Aftermath 

Briisseler Zeitung, 8.IV. — On Monday, 
April 7, at the Brussels Law Courts, appeared 
before the Court Martial of the Oberfeld- 
Kommandantur people from Flobecq and 
from Brussels accused of having given food 
and shelter to British soldiers during the 
period from August to December 1940. 

Four British soldiers, in civilian clothes, 
were kept in hiding in the woods near Flobecq 
and the accused brought them food; when 
the winter started, they took the soldiers into 
their houses. 

First accused Edgar Lefevre had served in 
the British Navy and was on the staff of an 
English bank when the war broke out. He 
arranged for the British soldiers to go to 
Brussels; they were taken care of at the 
Maison d’Accueil pour Refugies, rue du 
Marais — Broekstraat, a section of the Belgian 
Red Cross. 

Some of the accused were connected with 
the organization charged with the recruiting 


of Belgian young men for the Belgian nnirg 
of the British army. 

The following sentences were passed: 

Edgar LEFEVRE, condemned twice to death 
and 10 years penal servitude; 

Marie GUERIN, condemned to death and 
10 years servitude; 

Simone ROBINSON, who had been in 
charge of die section of the Red Cross that 
gave shelter to the British, 8 years hard labor; 

The brothers RENE and ALBERT CAB- 
REAU, both iy 2 years hard labor; 

Herman LEVY and his wife Mary, 5 years 
each. 

Three years: Victoria PAULET, Renilde 
HANNECART and Mathilde VAN DER 
STICHELEN. 

Two years for Denise VAN DER STICHE- 
LEN. 

One year for Godelieve LEFEVRE, wife of 
Edgar Lefevre and for Flore BOCCART. 

Francine HANNECART and Lucie MEN- 
ARD were arrested in the Law Courts and 
condemned to prison for one year for having 
failed to denounce the presence of the British 
soldiers in Flobecq. 


[News E bom Belgium ________ 

Le Soir, 18 .III.— More than 700 bridges have 
been destroyed. Of the 65 across the Albert 
Canal, only two are intact. On the rivers 
Scheldt, Sambre, Dendre and the canal de 
Charleroi, every one of the bridges has been 
destroyed, representing a total length of 70 
kilometres. 

At the beginning of 1939, Belgium had about 
7000 boats for interior navigation, totaling two 
and a half million tons. Of this fleet, 1600 
boats were damaged, 1100 in Belgian waters and 
500 in Erench waters. About 20 percent must 
he written down as lost, and the remainder have 
mostly been put in repair or set afloat again. 

'0 — 

La Belgique Independante, London, 24.IV. 
“Collections are to he held in German churches 
with the object of raising money for rebuilding 
Belgian churches destroyed during the fighting 
last year. Our compatriots will certainly he 
surprised to hear of this tardy and suspicious 
generosity, which calls to mind those fabulous 
Calabrian brigands who were so God-fearing 
and pious that they would pray for the souls of 
their own victims. 

Belgian Catholics will not he slow to point 
out that such collections would have been entire- 
ly unnecessary if the churches had not been 
destroyed. That they were destroyed was the 
result of Germany’s invasion of our country in 
defiance of the most solemn undertakings. 

So brutal and ferocious were the Hitlerites 
that the destruction wrought in Belgium during 
the 17 days of military operations in May, 1940, 
was greater than that inflicted 25 years ago, 
during four and a half years of warfare. In the 
last war 100,000 houses were destroyed or made 
uninhabitable. To-day the number is 150,000, 
and of the 2,650 townships, 2,500 have been 
affected by the ravages of war. These are dis- 
astrous figures. 

Eonr towns suffered more especially from 
German destructiveness — Toumai, Nivelles, 
Namur and Ostend — and two of these are 
episcopal sees. 

For the second time, the Germans have anni- 
hilated the celebrated Library of the Catholic 
University of Louvain. Twenty years ago that 
institution was rebuilt through American gen- 
erosity, and reequipped thanks to the solidarity 
of intellectual circles throughout the world. 

It is not only the material manifestations of 
the Catholic faith that the Hitlerites are attack- 
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in g. They and their collaborators have rolled 
all the Christian trade unions into one big Ger- 
man-controlled organization, thereby destroying 
one of the most living Catholic social organiza- 
tions of our country. 

v The collections, so out of place and offensive 
in character, now to be raised in Germany will 
not blot out the memoiy of the systematic vio- 
lence to which the Catholic Church has been 
subjected wherever Hitler has seized power.” 


Loudon, 8.V. — In the first 20 months of the 
war British aircraft have bombed over 270 
areas in Germany, 265 in occupied territories 
and 27 in Italy, including Sicily, according to 
a recent analysis of Royal Air Force raids. 

Among the important objectives bombed were 
Berlin, 39 times; Naples 9, and Turin 11. 

Invasion ports and naval bases that have been 
bombed include Boulogne, 81 times ; Calais, 67 ; 
Ostend, 64; Flushing, 63; Brest, 56, and 
Lorient, 48. 

O 

Wesleyan University, Ohio . — Professor Hast- 
ings Eells, gave his students the pamphlet “The 
Belgian Campaign” published by the Belgian- 
American Educational Foundation. The as- 
signment was to write a one-page report on the 
subject: I have changed my mind about Bel- 
gium. More than 200 students handed in re- 
ports. One of these reports is printed here, it 
gives a fair idea of the contents of most of them : 
“It was with surprise and admiration that I 
read this pamphlet. The true story, as told in 
these various statements, reveals how the Bel- 
gians were wronged.” 

“During the second world war or particularly 
the phase dealing with the fall of the Allied 
armies in France, all Americans followed the 
trend of events day by day. As did the Alli es 
at the beginning of the war, so did the Ameri- 
cans expect a comparatively easy and decisive 
victory by the democracies. When day by day 
the Allied armies fell hack, we as Americans 
probably wondered at this strange change of 
events more than did the attacked Europeans. 
Thus, when it became known that Belgium had 
surrendered, the Americans too jumped to a 
hasty conclusion.” 

“Under pitiful conditions of sadness and hope- 
lessness, the world was informed that Belgium 
had turned traitor. Because the news which we 
received is strictly censored, we too joined in 
condemning Belgium. This small, stalwart coun- 


ts 



